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ing. It is in part mountainous, with very
fertile valleys. The government is under a
high commissioner accountable to the higher
authority of the Union of South Africa, but
local affairs of the natives are managed by
hereditary chiefs. Population, 1031, 500,-
000, most of whom were native blacks.
BAT. A furry mammal having the fore
limbs peculiarly modified so as to serve as
wings. Bats are animals of the twilight and
darkness and are common in temperate and
warm regions, but they are most numerous
and largest in the tropics. All European
bats are small and have a mouselike skin.
The body of the largest British species is
smaller than that of a mouse, but its wings
stretch about fifteen inches. During the day
it remains in caverns, in the crevices of ruins,
hollow trees and other lurking places, and
flits out at evening in search of food, which
consists of insects. Several species of the
same genus are common in North America.
Many bats are remarkable for having a cu-
rious growth on the nose shaped something
like a horseshoe. In some bats these growths
resemble leaves, and in one species the entire
nose looks like a flower. The eyes in most
bats are very small, but they are keen.
Bats may be conveniently classified in two-
sections: the flesh-eating, comprising all
European and most African and American
species, and the fruit-eating, belonging to
tropical Asia and Australia, with several
African forms. At least two species of
South American, bats are known to suck the
blood of other mammals, and hence they are
called vampire bats (see vampire bat),
though the name has also been given to a
species not guilty of this habit. As winter
approaches, in cold climates bats seek shelter
in caverns, vaults, ruined and deserted build-
ings and similar retreats, where they cling
together in large clusters, hanging head
downward, and sleep until the returning
spring recalls them to life. The brown bat
of the United States, the heavy bat of the
Eastern states, the big-eared bat of the Mis-
sissippi valley, the leaf-nosed bat and the
lyre bat are common species. Bats belong to
the order Chiroptera (which see),
BATANCi-AS, ba latin'gas, the name of a
province and also of its capital city, on the
island of Luzon, in the Philippines. The
province has an area of 1,108 square miles
and a population of 257,715. Sugar, rice,
hemp, coffee, oranges and bananas are the
 principal products. The city of Batangas is
well built and has a population of about
34,000.
BATA'VIA, a city and seaport of Java,
and the capital of all the Dutch East Indies.
It is situated on the north coast of the island,
on a wide, deep bay. The principal ware-
houses and offices of the Europeans, the Java
Bank, the exchange and other business build-
ings are in the old town, which is built on a
low, marshy plain near the sea, intersected
with canals. The Europeans reside in a new
and more healthful quarter. Here is located
one of the most beautiful botanic gardens in
the world. Batavia is the chief commercial
city of the East Indies, and has a large trade
in sugar, coffee, rice and indigo. It was
founded by the Dutch in 1610 and attained
its greatest prosperity in the beginning of
the eighteenth century. Its inhabitants are
chiefly Malay, with a considerable mixture
of Chinese and a small number of Europeans.
Population, about 140,000.
BATAVIA, N. Y., the county-seat of
Genesee County, thirty-six miles east of Buf-
falo, on Tonuwamla Creek and on the Ei'ie,
the Leliigh Valley and the New York Central
railroads. It is in a farming1 region and has
manufactories of agricultural implements,
shoes, firearms, rubber tires, etc. The state
institution for the blind is here, and the city
has a public library which is a memorial to
William Morgan, a citizen of Batavia who
became famous during the Anti-Masonic ex-
citement in 1826. Batavia was founded in
1S01. Population, 1030, 17,375.
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ATH. The use of the bath
is an exceedingly old cus-
tom* Homer mentions the
bath as one of the first
refreshments offered to a
guest; thus, when Ulysses
enters the palace of Circe,
a bath is prepared for
Mm, and he is anointed
after it with costly per-
fumes. In later times,
rooms, both public and
private, were built ex-
pressly for bathing, the
public baths of the Greeks
usually being connected
	 "with  gymnasiums.    The
fullest details we have with respect to the
bathing of the ancients apply to its luxurious
development under the Komans* Their bath-

